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Abstract 
Although foresight has often supported common vision-building and generic priority-setting, it also needs to promote the diversity of future options that contribute to sustainability. In this context, we describe a novel foresight method for the Internet-based generation and multi-criteria evaluation of a diversity of innovation ideas and, in addition, report experiences from its use in the Finnish Foresight Forum established by the Ministry of Trade and Industry. The method provides a systemic anonymous process that builds on the participation of different stakeholder groups, including developers, researchers, users and students, among others. The process consists of (i) the generation of innovation ideas, (ii) mutual commenting and elaboration, (iii) evaluation with regard to three criteria (i.e., novelty, feasibility and societal relevance), and (iv) multi-criteria portfolio analysis for screening the most promising ideas. In particular, the multi-criteria portfolio analysis – based on robust portfolio modeling – is useful as it explicitly recognizes complementary perspectives in the screening of innovation ideas and can thus foster diversity within innovation activities.
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